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Interaction between the roller and inclined s irfaces 53 mov^s the bolt member vertically 



between the closed operative position shown 
shown in Figures 3 and 5 



• 1 I' 

Movement of the bolt member upward from the open position shown in Figures 3 and 



5 to the closed position shown in Figures 2 ated 4 causes finder portions 70 of the bolt to 



engage a striker mechanism 72 which is shown in Figure |6 of Mercer. The striker 
mechanism includes a pin 86 supporting a sfcpker 88 which i'sjpivotal from an open position 
(Figure. 5) to a closed position (FigiLre 6). TiL striker 88 ! is Ugaged by the finger portions 

operati position. Thus causes the striker 88 to pivot 



a wall p prtion 84. Afsjying 94 having one end 
er end connected to tHe striker 88 normally positions the 



apparatus, a handle retainer coupling 
handle hinge pin coupling the handle 
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in Figs. 2 ? 4jand the open operative position 



when the bolt is moved into a closed 
downward through an aperture 92 in 
connected to member 80 and the oth 

striker 88 in the open operative position sho^n in Figure 5; Thus, no slidable contact exists 
between the handle and the striker 88. 

Claim 1 recites a latch assembly for coupling a do6r to-an apparatus, wherein the latch 

;! ] i 

assembly includes "a keeper comprising a biasing member and a head portion extending from 

said biasing member, said head portion complising a catena Li a lock release projection, said 

■u' • ' T i 7 

biasing member configured to bias siid catcMjfor engagement with the door; a handle 

comprising a contact surface in slida :>le contipt with said ijocjk release projection, said handle 
selectively operable to uncouple the door froip the apparatus | a handle retainer coupling said 
handle to the door; and a handle hinge pin, said bundle Iiiiijgcipin coupling said handle to said 
handle retainer.*' 



Mercer neither describes nor suggests a latch assembly including a keeper including a 



biasing member and a head portion extendin Jjfiom the bi a^ingmember, the head portion 
comprising a catch and a lock release projecti|n 7 the biasing member configured to bias the 
catch for engagement with the door, a handle Including a contact surface in slidable contact 
with the lock release projection, the h andle selectively operable to uncouple the door from the 

the hand! 



e to the door- ;ind a handle hinge pin, the 



describes nor suggests a handle including a ccjntact surfacejjnj slidable contact with a lock 
release projection. Rather, Mercer describes tj&e horizontal niotement of the handle which 

Mi 

J : 
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translates to horizontal movement o 
member, wherein the vertical 
of the striker. For at least the 
over Mercer. 



movement of tke bolt memttetj 
set forth above, ClaSni 



: reasons 



Claims 5 and 8 depend from 
considered in combination with the ] 
submitted to be patenatable over Mercer. 



assembly for 



bias 



Claim 20 recites a latch 
latch assembly includes "a keeper 
from said biasing member, said head 
said biasing member configured lo 
head portion further comprising a s^tch 
slidable contact with said lock release 
uncouple the door from the tub asse: 
door." 



comprising a biasing mtm ier and a head portion extending 
portion comprising aca:ch and a lock release projection, 



:ribly; and a handle retkimir coupling said handle to the 



Mercer neither describes nor 
apparatus, wherein the latch assei 
head portion extending from the bi 
lock release projection, the biasing 
the door, the keeper head portion 
contact surface in slidable contact 
operable to uncouple the door from 
handle to the door. Moreover, Mercer 
contact surface in slidable contact 



As stated above, Mercer neither 
surface in slidable contact with the lo|ck 
describes nor suggests the latch assembly 
Claim 20 is patentable over Mercer 
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vertical movement of the bolt 
indirectly relates to the pivoting 
1 is submitted to be patentable 



Claim 1, and when thfe 



jrecitatioris of Claim l[ diaims 5 and 8 are likewise 



ie riscii 

! J, i ♦ 



coupling a door 



projec 



ject!ion, sai 



suggests 



said han&le 



the tub assembly, and a It! 



neither describes nicfr si 



wi :h the lock release projjeihtjion 
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citations of Claims 5 and 8 are 



:o an apparatus, wherein the 



said catch for engagement with the door, said keeper 
actuator; a handlfe qoinprising a contact surface in 
selectively operable to 



a latch assembly for coupling a door to an 

i, h J 

mbly include? a keeper injcltiiing a biasing member and a 
biasing member, the hea&jpo rtion comprising a catch and a 

member configured to £ias jthe catch for engagement with 
further comprising a switch actuator, a handle comprising a 
with the lock release pn|eclb'on, the handle selectively 



ilidle retainer coupling the 
Jiiggests a handle comprising a 



describes nor suggests :a handle comprising a contact 
release projection, jajilf consequently Mercer neither 
of Claim 20. Ap#li& ints respectfully submit that 
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Claim 7 depends from Claim 20. 
combination with the recitations of Claijii ] , 'Claim 7 is lifcevj^i 
over Mercer. 



Claim 22 recites a latch assembly 
assembly including "a keeper comprising 
from said biasing member, said head 
said biasing member configured to bias 
mounted handle comprising a contact 
projection, said handle selectively re 
handle retainer coupling said handle to 



forcoupling adbor 
a biasing member 1 

i 

portion 1 comprising & c^j 

said catch for ei 
surface in slidable eorii! 
rbtatgble to uncouple tlie 



the door." 



Mercer neither describes nor sug; 
apparatus, the latch assembly including 
portion extending from the biasing 
release projection, the biasing member 
door, a rotatably mounted handle comprising 
lock release projection, the handle 
apparatus, and a handle retainer coupling 
describes nor suggests a rotatably mounted 
contact with the lock release projection 
addition, the handle of Mercer is manual 
unlatch the door. Mercer neither describes 
Applicants respectfully submit that Claiitn 



For the reasons set forth above, Applicants respect 
rejection of Claims 1, 5, 7, 8, 20 and 22 



The objection to Claims 3, 4, 9, 
is respectfully traversed. , 



Claims 3, 4, 9, and 10 depend dhjectly 
reasons set forth above is submitted to 



i b - 
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and 1 when the repitaftons of Claim 7 is considered in 
se submitted to be patenatable 



to an apparatus, the latch 
$nd a head portion extending 
:ch and a lock release projection, 
ra^ag^ment with the door; a rotatably 
Let with said lock release 
dpor from the apparatus; and a 



gests a latch aRseJhli 
si keeper including <t 

! 

member, the head portion 

configured to biasjlthefcatch 

' '! ' 1 

? a contact siu-fao 

i. 

sblecl ivel^ rotatable toluhcoupL 



thehandle to the 
handle compnsi 



as 



recited in the l^tch 
ly moved horizontal 
nor suggests ajro 

l! ■ ' 

22 is patentable o^fer 
iul 



dc withdrawn. 



or indirect! 
patentable over, 



Nifercer. 



i * 
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y for coupling a door to an 
Ipiasing member and a head 
'comprising a catch and a lock 
for engagement with the 
c in slidable contact with the 
e the door from the 
: Moreover, Mercer neither 
a contact surface in slidable 
jassembly of Claim 22. In 

from left to right to latch and 
tably mounted handle. 
Mercer. 



door. 



3 



y request that the Section 102 



I I, 

£n& 10 as being dependant upon rejected base claims 



m Claim 1, which for the 
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For the reasons set forth abdve, 
Claims 3, 4, 9, and 10 be withdrawn. 



Applicants respedtfii 



In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, a 

1 i 1 

application are believed to be in condition for alio waned. \> Rg-\ 
action is respectftilly solicited. 

iRespeclfulfyf Siujj 
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y request that the objection to 

the cJaims now active in this 
onsideration and favorable 



